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should give all the assistance in my power, especially at
the commencement; to which I am, for many reasons,
nothing loath* Now, as I know no one who possesses
more power of humor or perception of the ridiculous than
yourself, I think your leisure hours might be most plea-
santly passed in this way. Novels, light poetry, and
quizzical books of all kinds, might be sent you by the
packet; you glide back your reviews in the same way,
and touch, upon the publication of the number (quar-
terly), ten guineas per printed sheet of sixteen pages.
If you are shy of communicating directly with Gifford,
you may, for some time at least, send your communica-
tions through me, and I will revise them. We want the
matter to be a profound secret till the first number is
out. If you agree to try your skill I will send you a
novel or two. You must understand, as Gadshill tells
the Chamberlain, that you are to be leagued with "Tro-
jans that thou dream'st not of, the which for sport sake
are content to do the profession some grace;>?1 and thus
far I assure you, that if by paying attention to your style
and subject you can distinguish yourself creditably, it
may prove a means of finding you powerful friends were
anything opening in your island. Constable, or rather
that Bear his partner, has behaved to me of late not very
civilly, and I owe Jeffrey a flap with a fox-tail on ac-
count of his review of Marmion, and thus doth "the
whirligig of time bring about my revenges."2 The late
articles on Spain have given general disgust, and many
have given up the Edinburgh Eeview on account of them.
My mother holds out very well, and talks of writing
by this packet. Her cask of herrings, as well as ours,
red and white, have arrived safe, and prove most excel-
lent. We have been both dining and supping upon them
with great gusto, and are much obliged by your kindness
in remembering us. Yours affectionately,          W. S.

1  1st King Henry IF. Act H. Scene 1.

2  Twelfth Night, Act V. Scene 1.eeded from Mr. Canning1.TT. Constable, the greatrs WHttaker the historian of Man-
